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This session examines the complex relationships between the design profession and the 
groups and individuals who design outside of institutional and commercial frameworks. 
Since William Morris, “amateurs” of various types have enriched design and undermined 
commercial and professional design hierarchies. The last decades of the twentieth 
century saw a productive engagement with design by many outsiders. Artists created 
works that celebrated and questioned the role and status of design. At the same time, 
computers enabled millions of users to make design decisions. Possible themes include: 
design’s response to nonprofessional, vernacular, and popular design; ways of working 
from outsider positions, contemporary and historical; the changing role of the 
nonprofessional with the professionalization of design; analyses of nonprofessional 
contributions to design culture; professionalism and paternalism: women as amateurs 
and the exclusion of women’s design activities from the canon. 


